
Appendix E. Crops Grown in Palokhi
Swiddens1

Harvested/CollectedBotanical NameKaren NameCommon Name

September - NovemberOryza sativa sp./var.by1. Ordinary rice
September - NovemberOryza sativa sp./var.by pi’ ‘i’2. Glutinous rice
July - AugustZea maysby khae sa3. Maize
August -Colocasia esculentanwae4. Taro
August -Dioscorea sp.nwae se5. Yam
August -Dioscorea sp.nwae choe6. Yam
August -Dioscorea alatanwae doe7. Winged yam
July - FebruaryManihot esculentake’ bo8. Tapioca
September - FebruaryIpomoea batatasnwae caupa9. Sweet potato
June - JulyBrassica junceasa ‘badau’10. Mustard greens
August - NovemberSolanum aculeatissimumsoekhau11. Cockroach berry
October -Solanum indicumsoekhau kha12. Eggplant
September -Solanum torvumma’ khwae sa13. Eggplant
June - JanuaryLycopersicon esculentumsoekhau chi14. Tomato
September -Momordica aharantiasi phy de15. Bitter cucumber
October -Momordica sp.si kha sa16. Cucumber
June - OctoberTrichosanthes anguinada xy sa17. Snake gourd
July - OctoberLuffa acutanguladoe re sa18. Angled loofah
June - OctoberLuffa sp.(?)to’ kwae sa19. Smooth loofah(?)
August - JanuaryBenincasa ceriferalu sa20. White gourd
August - OctoberCucurbita pepolu khae bau21. Pumpkin
September - OctoberCucurbita moschatalu khae sa22. Pumpkin
September - NovemberCucumis melodi my23. Melon
September - NovemberCucumis sp.di khwa24. Melon
September - NovemberCucumis sp.di ploe’25. Melon
September - NovemberVigna sinensis (?)poe thau sa26. Cow pea(?)
October - NovemberVigna umbellatasoe be’27. Red bean
July -Capsicum anuum var.

grossum
mysa phado’28. Chilly

July -Capsicum anuum var.
acuminatum

mysa pho29. Chilly

July -Capsicum frutescensmysa be’30. Chilly
August -Ocimum sp.hau’ koe’ wau31. Basil
July -Mentha sp.hau’ pghi32. Mint
October -Sesamum indicumnisau33. Sesame
July -Cymbopogon citratushau’ koe’ wau toepho34. Lemon grass
June -Curcuma domesticasoeghau35. Turmeric
September -Saccharum sp.koethi36. Sugar cane
September - OctoberNicotiana tabacumnjasu’37. Tobacco
September - DecemberCoix lachryma jobiboe’38. Job’s tears

ENDNOTES
1 This list of crops grown in Palokhi swiddens is the result of a collaborative effort with Wieland Kunzel
of the University of Freiburg conducted in August - September 1980. Specimens of cultigens were first
collected and identified according to their Karen names in Palokhi. They were then taken to the
Department of Botany, Chiang Mai University, where Wieland Kunzel was able to establish their common
and botanical names with the assistance of Acharn Wilaiwan Anusarnthorn. The periods when these
cultigens are harvested or collected are based on information provided by the Palokhi Karen. It may be
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noted that the number of cultigens grown in palokhi swiddens is considerably less than those grown
in Karen swiddens identified by Kunstadter (1978). I am very much indebted to Wieland Kunzel for
initiating the work on cultigens in Palokhi and for generously making available his various notes on
them, and to Acharn Wilaiwan for her help in identifying the specimens of cultigens from Palokhi.
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