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NOTE ON AUTHORS

PETER COLEMAN is a writer and editor. His books include The Heart 
of James McAuley: life and work of the Australian poet (1980); The Liberal 
Conspiracy. The Congress for Cultural Freedom and the Struggle for the Mind 
of Postwar Europe (1989), on the role of intellectuals in the Cold War; 
Obscenity Blasphemy Sedition: censorship in Australia (1963), an inquiry into 
100 years of Australian censorship;  and the autobiographical Memoirs of 
a Slow Learner (1994). He was editor of Quadrant for 20 years, including 
several years as co-editor with H.W.Arndt, and of The Bulletin. He has 
also edited a number of books including the mould-breaking Australian 
Civilization (1962) and more recently Double Take. Six Incorrect Essays (on 
political correctness) (1996). He served in the Federal Parliament (as the 
Member for Wentworth) and NSW Parliament (when he was Leader of 
the Opposition and Minister for Revenue and Chief Secretary, responsible 
for prisons, police, boxing and pornography).

SELWYN CORNISH graduated in economics with first class honours from 
the University of Western Australia. He is a Visiting Fellow in the School 
of Economics and the Head of Toad Hall at the ANU. His major research 
fields embrace the development and application of macroeconomics 
in the 20th century, and biographical studies of economists. He has 
written on Keynes and Australia, and wrote the entry on Keynes for the 
Biographical Dictionary of British Economists (2004). His publications include 
Full Employment in Australia. The Genesis of a White Paper (1981); Roland 
Wilson. A Biographical Essay (2002); Giblin’s Platoon: The Trials and Triumph 
of the Economist in Australian Public Life with William Coleman and Alf 
Hagger (2006); and the entry on ‘Australasian Economics’ in the Revised 
New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics (2008). He is an Associate Editor of 
the forthcoming Biographical Dictionary of Australian and New Zealand 
Economists, and is writing the History of the Reserve Bank of Australia 1975–
2000. In 2004 he was appointed a Member of The Order of Australia for 
services to secondary education in the ACT.
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PETER DRAKE graduated B.Comm. Honours (First Class) from the 
University of Melbourne in 1962.  Heinz Arndt supervised his PhD studies 
at the Australian National University which were completed in 1966. In his 
career as an academic economist Peter became expert on monetary systems 
and financial development, working on Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia 
and the Pacific island economies.  His books include Financial Development 
in Malaya and Singapore (1969); Money, Finance and Development (1980); 
Currency, Credit and Commerce: Early Growth in Southeast Asia (2004). Peter 
was Professor of Economics, Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Principal of 
the University of New England, Armidale, before becoming the founding 
Vice-Chancellor of Australian Catholic University in 1991. In 2003 he 
was appointed a Member of The Order of Australia in recognition of his 
contributions to university leadership, the study of economics and the 
delivery of overseas aid.

BETTINA ARNDT is a social commentator, writing a newspaper column 
published across Australia and features for The Australian Women’s Weekly. 
Originally trained as a clinical psychologist, she became well known in the 
1970s as one of Australia’s first sex therapists. As editor of the sex education 
magazine, Forum, she spent ten years talking about sex on television and 
radio and teaching sex counselling to doctors and other professionals. 
Turning her attention to broader social issues, she commenced writing for 
other magazines and newspapers. She returned to Australia in 1991 after 
spending five years in New York where she wrote a syndicated newspaper 
column and added two children to her family of three. She was for 17 years 
a member of the ANU council and has served on government committees 
reviewing child support and family law, IVF, ageing and childcare. Her 
most recent book is Taking Sides (1995).




